CAPC’s Philosophy Statement

When considering CAPC services it is important to understand the core values and  beliefs that drive CAPC services:

· Adults with disabilities have the same legal rights and responsibilities as adults without disabilities:

Adults with disabilities have the same legal rights as adults without disabilities unless they have gone to court and been appointed a conservator.  As an agency that works with adults, we are responsible to uphold those individual rights.  

We cannot impose our values or opinions on individuals or prevent people from making their own decisions even if we disagree.  We also cannot impose the families’ values or enforce family/household rules on the individuals who are not conserved.  

· Adults with disabilities maintain their rights to make decisions apart from our or their circle of supports advice: (including family or Regional Center Case Managers, doctors, etc.)
CAPC is committed to listening to the voice of the individuals we serve.  This voice may be traditional communication (spoken words), facilitated communication or other assistive communication.  Now that the individual is of adult age, the individual can communicate their decisions and, except in cases where they are endangering their health or safety, they will control their service and act upon their own decisions.  CAPC will need to notify the individual’s Regional Center Case Manager of any incidents that involve:

Health and safety


Behavioral misconduct


Abuse


An accident


Money issues that endanger your ability to live in your own home
(Individuals who do not have a reliable means of communicating will, by necessity, rely heavily on their family or circle of support to make decisions for them).
What are CAPC’s responsibilities regarding decision-making?

CAPC acts as an advisor and teacher for the individual.  We are committed to helping the individual understand decisions and the ramifications of their decision.  CAPC will remind the individual of different points of view or the agreements that the individual has made with their family or circle of support.  CAPC will also communicate in clear and concrete terms the probable risks/consequences of decisions.

If the individual is making a decision that places him/her in immediate, imminent danger (death, serious injury to self or others) physical restraint may be warranted and appropriate emergency assistance will be summoned.  

· Adults with disabilities are our primary client and the director of their services:
Many of the individuals that receive our services rely on family support and live at home.  We are supportive of these relationships and will encourage the individual to consider their family’s or circle of support’s ideas about service, but the primary director of service is the individual served.  No goals or services will be provided that the individual does not agree to.  

· Adults with disabilities have the right to confidentiality:
We are under obligation to keep information and services provided confidential unless the individual approves us to communicate to their family, doctor or their member of their circle of support.  This means that we cannot communicate information to families if the individuals direct us not to.   

· Adults with disabilities should be treated with the same amount of respect and dignity given to adults without disabilities:
What are the individual’s responsibilities regarding decision-making?

· Adults with disabilities have the same legal responsibilities as others without disabilities:

As an adult with equal rights, the individual also have the same level of responsibility for their actions as other adults without disabilities.  If the individual acts against the advice of their staff, the individual will be held accountable for their action and encounter the natural consequences.  CAPC will not be held accountable for consumers’ actions since we cannot make an individual behave in a determined manner.  CAPC is responsible to act as teacher or advisor only.  

Adults with disabilities are expected to follow the law or accept the same legal consequences (fines, prison time, etc.) as people without disabilities.

· CAPC expects adults with disabilities to be contributing members of their communities:
Since CAPC does not believe in segregation or discrimination based on disability, all services will occur in the natural environment and when they naturally would occur along side other community members without disabilities.  Individuals are expected to act in an adult manner and to follow the same pattern of life as others without disabilities.  This means that individuals are expected to work in paid or volunteer positions, be encouraged to be an active contributor to their family systems and community, recreate and make friends with non-disabled individuals, and have typical adult relationships.  CAPC does not believe in over protecting individuals, providing special treatment or pitying those with disabilities.  At times, engaging in a full life means taking risks and failing.  CAPC is committed to supporting the individual to learn from errors but will not carry the responsibility for those errors.
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